STUDENT MODEL—“Cherry Bomb” by Maxine Clair 


     (Typed as written)
Clair writes the narrator in a pleasant tone, reminiscing on her past in a very human way; the reader is easily connected. Childish fear and wonder is conveyed very realistically and the essence of childhood, if not briefly, is brought to life. 

The Passage begins with the important observation that life was “measured in summers.” This harkens back to the simplicity of her childhood, where her best memories are crafted When she’s left to her own devices; free from the bondage of school, which at that point in life is still a malevolent being. Sitting on a block of ice is also discussed, a pleasure forgotten as an adult. 


Child-like fear is personified with so called Hairy Man. Fulfilling a role similar to Boo Radley, he represents our fear of the unknown, which of course is ever present in childhood. The pleasant ignorance of her childhood renders a shell shocked veteran into her very own boogeyman. As kids rarely see past the surface, the narrator conveys this excellently.


Diction filled with wonder and curiosity connects us to the narrator’s memories. An adult would never find an adventure in a closet, but the narrator turns the simple task of hiding a box into a quest. She finds impasse in an army jacket, which like the Hairy Man is filled with a lore of its own. Kids put deep meaning into the ordinary and this is not lost by the passage. 


A private cigar box, her secret stash is discussed fondly. Secrets are a very big deal to children, so it is natural for the narrator to confide in a hidden cache. The crown jewel of her hoard is a cherry bomb, which the piece derives its title from. It is described as her first gift and a very significant one at that. Ignorance, something completely normal for children, is what led her cousin to carelessly blow his eye away. Why a memento of something so horrible is conveyed in a positive light is interesting. It symbolizes her transition to adulthood, a spark that awakens and combusts much to our surprise. Like Eddy, we have no choice. It strikes without warning and we are only left with memories. The cherry bomb is her last connection to her childhood, a very literal one at that. Personifying fear in strange men and childhood in wonderous diction, childhood is brought vividly to life in this passage.  
