Siddhartha Socratic Seminar

1. Was it okay for Kamala to use Siddhartha for financial gain?

2. Do you think Kamala changed after meeting Siddhartha? Do you think her values changed after spending time with the “Rich” Siddhartha, or are they the same as when the two first met?

3. Would Siddhartha have reached enlightenment more quickly had he not met Kamala?

4. The relationship that Siddhartha and Kamala shared during his time as a 'rich man', was that love?

5. How do you think Kamala's death affected Siddartha mentally and emotionally? How do you think Siddhartha's life would have changed if Kamala didn't die? Do you feel that Siddartha changes when talking to the ferryman after Kamala died when he states "I, the I who was rich and happy have now become even richer and happier. My son has been given to me" (Hesse 91)?

6. What do you think the purpose of Siddhartha having a son was? He's not present for very long, why? Do you believe that Siddhartha truly wanted to connect with his son? Or was he forcing himself to make his son like him? 

7. Is there a difference between Siddhartha's love for his son, Kamala, and his own self?

8. When Siddhartha is philosophizing to Govinda, Govinda says "...would you please refrain from alarming your friend with such talk! Truly, your words awake fear in my heart" (Hesse 18). Is it sensible that Govinda is afraid of novel or seemingly "odd" philosophies? Is it best to know something, even if you disagree with it, or is it best to remain unaware of such controversial thoughts?

9. Do you think Govinda would still look up to Siddartha if he know he tried committing suicide?

10. Our class had previously discussed that Govinda always looked up to Siddartha. Govinda seemed to still look up to Siddhartha once they see each other again after Siddhartha's suicide attempt. Why is it that when Govinda found peace he still looks up to a man that hasn't found his peace yet? As humans do you believe we do this as well?

11. Do you agree when the ferryman states, "that time does not exist" (Hesse 85)? Is time like the river, reaching everywhere and never ending?

12. What does the repetition of the 'om' signify? 

13. Why is does the author chose to allow time to pass so quickly at parts and yet very slowly at others? What purpose does this serve?

14. Near the end of the book, Siddhartha says "I hardly distinguish between thoughts and words" (Hesse 114). What are some effects of words on our thoughts? How else are thoughts and words related?

15. Siddhartha says that he had to experience the well-off, materialistic lifestyle before he could fully appreciate his preferred lifestyles of few possessions. Can experiencing something "bad" help us appreciate the good things in life? Is it necessary?

16. What are the conflicts in Siddhartha? What types of conflict (physical, moral, intellectual, or emotional) did you see in the novel?

17. What is the central/primary purpose of the story? Is the purpose important or meaningful?

18. Do you think Siddhartha's struggle is one that everyone can relate to?

19. In past books we've read, such as the To the Lighthouse, the search for the meaning of life is highly present just like it is in Siddhartha. Do you feel like Siddhartha going on the journey was a smart thing to do? Or was his journey to find his inner self unnecessary?

20. Is this "peace" that Siddhartha keeps searching for the meaning of life?

21. Siddhartha claims he has left the Brahmin people in search for his own path. Numerous times throughout the book he referred back the Brahmin ways and claimed his actions were the doings of the Brahmins... did he ever really leave and find his own path? or was he always at heart a Brahmin?

22. Siddhartha speaks of the Child-Peoples ways as “blind love, blind strength, and blind faith”(pgs 101-102, Hesse) What does he mean by this? Does his values change on these things by the end of the book?

23. Once both men have acquired the art of listening, what happens to their relationships with others?

24. What is Siddhartha's final approach on enlightenment?

25. Do you believe in enlightenment? Should one spend their entire life searching for it?

26. Do you think the book's ending was appropriate to the nature of the book, or would it of been better if Siddhartha would've died?
