Literary Synthesis: 
Final Essay for AP English

Due Date:

Having read and analyzed several texts in the course, you will construct a thesis around a question or theme that integrates two or more texts and organize supporting evidence in a logical way to support your argument. 
Requirements: 

· Include at least two texts (more are welcome) from the course that address the theme and/or question upon which you choose to focus. 
· Utilize quotations and analysis of these quotations to support your arguments. Note: Do not include a quotation unless you plan to successfully introduce its context and analyze its significance. Quotes that are just thrown into the essay will actually hurt you rather than help you fulfill this requirement. 
· This paper is not a summary, a comparison, or a review, but rather, the integration of what you have learned and your ability to use this learning. Thus, avoid plot summary and instead focus on digging into the deeper issues of the text. 
· Your paper should aim to be 5-7 pages, but remember that quality is always valued over quantity. 
Grading:
When grading your papers, I will look for intelligent and imaginative arguments.  In general, I look at:

· Thesis: Does your paper give a clear sense of why you are writing? Does it grab your reader’s attention?  Does it make the reader want to continue past the thesis?

· Does you paper focus on your thesis, leaving out what is irrelevant?  Do the different parts of your paper clearly relate to each other?  Does the paper make organizational sense?

· Do you develop your arguments enough that they can be followed?  Do you stay with your subject long enough to convince your reader that you know what you are talking about?

· Do you make your argument in terms that are as specific as possible?  Do you give specific grounds for your claim?  Do these grounds make sense?
· Do you support your arguments with clear evidence from the text? Are quotes properly integrated, both in flow as well as in meaning? Are you introducing quotes and analyzing their significance? Are you following the appropriate MLA rules when integrating quotes? 
· How well have you edited? Are there spelling errors, awkward sentences, punctuation and grammar problems? Do these interfere with the flow of your paper?  Does your style fit your purpose?  Is the voice clear?  Is your diction appropriate?  Are your sentences varied?  Is your paper readable?
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Some possible topic ideas, for inspiration:
NOTE: PLEASE work beyond/outside of these topics; they are intended to only help those who are struggling.
· How do protagonists in our course texts transform over the course of their journeys? Make sure not to simply retell plot! 

· How do the texts represent struggle within the individual human psyche in relation to the outside world? What does this suggest about ways in which society either mimics or provides contrast to an individual who attempts to follow “higher” principles? 

· Identity. Certain texts feature characters struggling to come to terms with their own identity.  Focusing on single characters from the course texts, examine what it is that the character is trying to understand about who they are or who they want to be.
· Heroes. Considerations: why do cultures have heroes? What is significant about the heroes you’re analyzing? How did the time period influence the type of hero the author featured?

· Women. Consider the ideas of women during the period (especially the ideology of gender). How do the characters break out of or conform to the ideology of gender of their time period?

· Endings. Theorize the importance of endings for defining the overall idea of the work of literature. How do the authors shape their readers’ vision of their themes in the plot twists and speeches that they place at the end of their works?

