Dante’s Inferno Unit Schedule & Assignments
[image: image1.wmf]Week 1: READING HOMEWORK

Thursday, 9-19 through weekend: 
Cantos 1-5 pgs. 3-43
Tuesday, 9-24: 



Cantos 6-9 pgs. 44-74
Wednesday, 9-25: 



Cantos 10-13 pgs. 75-109
Thursday, 9-26: 



Cantos 14-17 pgs. 110-141

Friday, 9-27 through weekend: 

Cantos 18-24 pgs. 143-201
Monday, 9-30: Midway Discussion Blog Post Due by 11:59 PM
Once you decide on the topic(s), compose this post like you would write a short essay. Your post should be approximately 500-700 words (minimum-- you can go above this!) and you must include citations from the text to support your insights. Submit your discussion blog to the Weebly site as well as a Googledrive to Mrs. Rohlfs (rohlfss@cgarlottenet.org). DO NOT only copy and paste your post into the body of the e-mail, as your message won’t be formatted correctly. Revisit the instructions for creating a discussion post at the bottom of the Assignments page, if necessary. 
You will need to respond to one or more of the following questions:
· How does Dante honor the Classical literary tradition while adhering to the tenets of Christianity?

· How does justice work in Hell? Illustrate at least three examples of contrapasso, defined as justice in which one’s crime is used to punish him.

· Consider the souls in Limbo. Is it just that they should be condemned forever? What sort of requirements does God’s justice have?

· Why are the sinners so preoccupied with glorifying their names in the world above when they are already dead? How is memory a form of living? What might be at stake for them if they are permanently forgotten?

· Your Choice. Note: Please explain your topic at the start of the post.

Week 2: READING HOMEWORK
Monday, 9-30: 



Cantos 25-28 pgs. 202-234
Tuesday, 10-1: 



Cantos 29-31 pgs. 235-258 
*Some class time for creative projects
Wednesday, 10-2: 



Cantos 32-34 pgs. 259-283

*Some class time for creative projects

Thursday, 10-3: 



Debrief end of text; work time for Creative Projects
Friday, 10-4: 



Work time for Creative Projects
Monday, 10-7: 



Creative Projects DUE; Presentations
Dante’s Inferno: Creative Project 




DUE:
To demonstrate your understanding as well as your insights into the entire text, you will have an opportunity to “reinterpret Dante,” get where he was coming from, and get a better grasp on the entire piece of literature by completing one of the following projects as listed below. Each project requires the following: 

· Details from the reading: Mimic Dante’s inclusion of contemporary figures (real or fictitious) with your own choice of appropriate individuals 

· Careful organization for clarity

· A quality visual presentation either as a performance or by your exquisite attention to detail, demonstrating creativity of presentation and/or artistic endeavor
GROUP PROJECTS (3-4 people) WITH PRESENTATIONS:

In these projects, you will include the rings, the types of individuals being punished, how they are receiving their punishment, and update the characters. Any and all public figures are fair game. So are TV, film, and literary characters. Use yourself if you like. But please refrain from using your peers. You must turn in one copy of your script for a writing grade and present/perform your work in class.

· Hell – the Musical: Create and perform a series of songs which capture the essence of the Hell experience. Follow a single character, like Dante, or a sinner of your choice through the rings…all the way to the 9th ring! Include narration as needed. Please provide me with the script and lyrics.
· The Channel 666 News from Hell: Include sports, entertainment, weather, hard news from Hell. Create your own newscasters and let them tell us all about what is going on in Hell. Provide me with a complete script at the end. Outfit yourselves with necessary props, etc. Power Point your weather, sports images, etc. Please provide me with the script.
· The Golden Pitchfork Awards Show: Like the People’s Choice Awards…you would give prizes in nine categories, including multiple nominees, presentations, special lifetime achievement, acceptance speeches, etc. Again, PowerPoint your background, images, categories, etc. in addition to your performance in class. Please provide me with the script.
SOLO/DUO PROJECTS (1-2 people) WITH A SPECIFIC VISUAL TO BE TURNED IN.

As above, include all the rings, the types of people being punished, how they are receiving their punishment, and update the characters.
· The Inferno—a ‘zine from Hell: (3-4 magazine pages – depending on layout)Choose a format (fashion magazine; Seventeen; Sport Illustrated….) and generate all the typical features from Hell. Create your own columns –advice from the lustful; Hell’s horror-scope; “do’s and don’t’s in the 9th Ring, etc. 

· Scrapbook from Hell: Imagine you’re a modern-day Dante keeping a journal and collecting little “things” along the way of your journey. What would be in it? Follow Dante’s progress and recreate it as if you were on the trip today! 

· Virgil’s Travel Guide to Hell: A travel brochure for the not-so-faint of heart.  What spots would Virgil recommend?  Fabulous eateries?  Transportation? Places to stay? You get to create all your own titles.

· An Original Canto, a la Dante: Using Dante’s techniques, write a poetic canto connected to a theme or several themes of medieval literature.  This creative effort may be a love story, a fable, or an epic about a heroic knight. This work should be several pages long and should be presented in a “medieval format” (lettering, paper, illustrated/illuminated).
Each project will receive TWO letter grades – one for writing, one for visual effort.
