Citing Beowulf in MLA: 

Slashes for Poetry and Verse

With poetry or plays written in verse, use uses a slash to show where each line ends in the poem. If there are three or less lines, the material appears within the body of the paragraph like any other short quote:
In Book Thirteen of The Odyssey, Homer writes, ". . . You must come from the other end of

nowhere, / having to ask / what place this is" (301-03).

Note that in the example above, the numbers refer to lines, not page numbers. We quote articles and essays by page number, but poetry we cite by book and line number. We cite plays by act, scene, and line numbers.

For citing Beowulf specifically:

There’s no known author, so your citation will simply include the line number range. 

If your citation goes beyond 3 lines, it should be written as a block quote, where you format it into your paper like you see it in print. Remember, block quotes are indented twice (10 spaces) and punctuation goes BEFORE the citation, unlike a traditional MLA citation. 
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