AP English: GUIDELINES FOR DISCUSSION BOARD POSTING

We are all professional students and hope that through our learning community we build in this course to model the behavior we value in our present and future school environments. During the online sessions, we don’t have face-to-face contact that helps us relate to one another; therefore, it is worth ironing out some basic understandings. 

1. What we want to learn:

· to gain as much insight as possible into the literature we read;

· to absorb, question, and reflect upon real-world applications of the course content; 

· to hone a range of skills that will enhance our learning practices, including self-evaluation, effective communication, and active listening; and 

· to work with others to forge an ambitious, active, inclusive, and responsible learning community. 

2. Member’s responsibilities: 

· attempt to build on each member’s strengths, and help each other improve areas in need of further development; 

· seek to work as part of a team in all aspects of the class; 

· take responsibility for individual assignments and share helpful information with others; 

· foster insightful, non-threatening discussion of ideas and experiences; 

· work ahead of deadlines; 

· be respectful and use appropriate language; 

· listen and respond to each other with open and constructive minds; and 

· be patient with all. 

3. General guidelines:

· Use professional writing skills (e.g., instant messaging and text messaging acronyms such as LOL and ROFL are not appropriate)—your postings are a reflection of your professionalism;

· Organize your post as you would a paper and edit it as such before posting; 

· Title your posting with a substantive heading—“Jane Smith Post 1” does not convey the content of your posting—think of the heading as a title for your posting, one that entices a classmate to read your post;

· Primary posts should be several paragraphs long. Integrate course material, discussions, readings, learning presentations, and your experiences. Your statements and ideas should be supported by course material. Make sure you check the question for the unit and address every aspect of the question. Your primary post is one of the important ways I know you are completing the reading components of the course. If your post lacks specificity, I will assume you have not completed the course material. Your post should both encourage your classmates to dig deeper into course topics as well as convince me that you are completing the course material;

· Response posts should follow any of the strategies listed below rather than an “I agree!” post. Response posts extend the dialogue. Make sure every one of your response posts does this in a substantive manner. Response posts also should integrate course material; 

· Evaluate your posting behavior frequently. Do you tend to always post early? Late? Do you overwhelm your classmates with your frequent postings? Are classmates responding to your posts? This evaluation can help you modify your behavior so that you are a valuable member of the learning community; 

· Whenever someone strays from our guidelines, any one of us should feel free to offer a private and then, if still needed, a public reminder of these ground rules, as well as a clear explanation of how he or she might have transgressed them. 

EVALUATION
· I will pose questions that relate to the readings. You should post your responses on our course Weebly site under the Blog tab in a Comment response to the post directions. Once you post your response, read the postings of your classmates and respond to at least two classmates. I will follow your discussions and may add comments. Your postings should refer to the course material. 
· The discussion forum postings a main way for me to determine if you are reading and understanding the course material, thus you must make every effort to synthesize the reading assignment
STRATGIES FOR POSTING AND RESPONDING TO CLASSMATES

Communicating well asynchronously (not at the same time) is not a natural talent—it is one that must be learned.  Frequently, online conversations seem to stagnate or conclude after only a few posts and students feel like there is nothing else to add. The following table contains strategies for posting and responding to such posts to build a more meaningful and interactive dialogue online. 

	Strategy

	Working Definition


	Elaborating

	Extending a previous comment or question by adding further detail.


	Clarifying

	Increasing clarity by making distinctions.


	Reinforcing/
Supporting

	Making visible a convergence in thinking or agreement with another’s    thoughts.


	Challenging

	Using a question or statement to suggest an alternative view or position.


	Conjecturing

	Suggesting tentative explanations or possible outcomes, most frequently prefaced with "Maybe..." Trying out a line of reasoning.


	 Requesting Clarification

	Seeking clarity about another’s statement or question.


	Admitting Difficulty

	Acknowledging one’s own lack of understanding to the rest of the group.


	Initiating

	Instituting a new direction in the learning conversation.


	Paraphrasing

	Expressing another’s thought in slightly different language with the intention of clarifying.


	Summarizing

	Listing main points and general ideas by way of review.


	Defining

	Offering a definition for a word used by another, or supplying a term to fit a definition or description used by another.


	Noting Relationship Among Tasks

	Making explicit connections between previous conversations, texts and/or learning activities and the ideas of the present conversation.


	  Activating Background Knowledge

	Making explicit connections with prior knowledge and/or experiences outside   of the course.



	


When responding to the posts of your classmates, place a title at the top of your response that includes the “@” symbol followed by the author’s name.  This will allow classmates to understand whose post you’re referring to in your reply. 
