Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead: Thematic Questions TEAM A
Language and Communication
· Why do Ros and Guil seem so dependent on the words of others to know what is happening to them at any given moment? Why do they put all their trust in language, rather than experience?

Isolation
· What is the relationship between isolation and control in the play? Do Ros and Guil seem more in control of their situation when they are on their own or when they are in the company of others?

Manipulation

· What chance does Hamlet's friendship with Ros and Guil have after they come to him on Claudius's business? What does this suggest about what happens when one character begins "using" another?
Foolishness and Folly
· In the play, the characters that appear the most foolish are those who take time to step back and attempt to understand their situation. By contrast, those who act thoughtlessly appear wise. Connect this with Hamlet—where do we see a similar juxtaposition? 

Passivity
· Are there times in the play when not acting (decisive action) is a better choice than acting? How could this same question be applied to Hamlet?
Versions of Reality
· Do moments exist where characters act as if they know they’re in a play, and does this interfere with the audience’s ability to understand the rest of the play? 
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Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead: Thematic Questions TEAM B
Fate and Free Will
· From the very start of the play, the coin tossing is a symbol presenting a major question on one of the major themes: are our lives controlled by chance or by fate? If they're controlled by fate, is there any way of knowing what that fate is? Either way, is there any hope of having free will? Does the play an answer to any of these questions?
· Do the characters seem happiest when they feel that they have free will or when they sense that their fate has already been written?
· What is the relationship between fate and free will that is symbolized by the boat? Do Ros and Guil find this a desirable relationship? Should they?

OVERARCHING QUESTIONS
· Shakespeare scholars have long debated whether the Hamlet of Shakespeare’s play is truly mad. How does Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead deal with the question of Hamlet’s madness? Does Stoppard present Hamlet as sane or insane? Why?
· Does the play ultimately suggest that we can overcome the randomness of the world? Or does it advocate accepting chance into our lives?
· Does Stoppard's play pay homage to Hamlet or does it ridicule it?
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