The Odyssey Activity: Modern Soldiers Heal with the Odyssey
1. Based on his NPR interview, why does Dr. Jonathan Shay think that the Odyssey is an important story?

2. What do (modern-day) war veterans who have returned home from battle have in common with Odysseus? 

3. What does Dr. Shay say the difference is between Odysseus and modern-day vets?

4. What parts of the Odyssey does Dr. Shay relate to the audience in the NPR interview? Is his summary of events accurate?

5. What do you think Dr. Shay believes is the reason Odysseus weeps during Demodocus's story?

6. What modern-day scenario does Dr. Shay compare Alcinous's questioning of Odysseus to? 

7. What, according to Dr. Shay do modern civilians have in common with the Phaeacians?

8. Do you agree with Dr. Shay's assessment of the Odyssey? Why or why not?

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=14682035

